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East Paulding Middle School

Raider Choir Handbook 2016-2017
Congratulations on becoming a member of the East Paulding Middle School Chorus program!  It is hoped that all choir members will find singing in these choral groups an enjoyable experience and that you will develop a love of great choral music which will last forever.   In order that high standards of excellence are achieved and that the organization of our program continues to run smoothly and effectively, it is essential that all choir members and parents read, be familiar with, and follow the guidelines in the Handbook accordingly. There should also be a Uniform Order Form and Parent Volunteer Form that should be completed. Please read the attached information and return the completed forms by Friday, August 12th.  I greatly appreciate your time and efforts in doing this.

Thank you for allowing me to work with your students. It is an honor and a pleasure to meet with them each day and to help them experience, explore, and enjoy their musical instrument we call the “voice”.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at nmcleroy@paulding.k12.ga.us or 770-443-7000.

“Sing”cerely,

Niki McLeroy, Choral Director

nmcleroy@paulding.k12.ga.us
text @epmschoir to 81010 or 678-394-0317

email epmschoir@mail.remind.com

Choir Tentative Calendar of Events

August 2-5
       Pre-test/Voice Matching

August 12
       SYLLABUS SIGNATURE PAGE DUE/CHORAL FEE DUE


September 19
       Fall Concert – 7pm @ EPHS

November 10
       Patriotic/Veterans’ Day Concert with EPHS

December 13
       Holiday Concert. All Grades – 7pm @ EPHS

December 20
       Music Dept Concert – during each grade level Connections

March 6
       Sixth Grade County Wide Spring Sing, selected voices

March 7
       Pre-festival concert @ EPHS   6:30pm

March 16
       Talent Show

March 25
       Paulding County Fine Arts Day, all grade levels

March 28-30
       Large Group Performance Evaluation – ALL grades
May 15    
       Spring Concert—All grades


*Other events may be scheduled.  All dates are subject to change.
***********************************************************************************

Grading Policy

Summative/Formal Assessment:



60%

   (Concerts, daily class rehearsals/assessments, vocal/written tests)

Formative/Informal Assessments:


40%

   (Vocal checks, written/reading/theory assignments, quizzes)
Curriculum and Learning:

Each grading period, the overarching focus will change based on specific events occurring that quarter. Each of the National Music Standards used to assess each student can be found at www.gadoe.org. 


1st quarter:    pre-assessment, intro/review of reading skills, Fall concert


2nd quarter:   Allstate and Honor choir prep, Holiday, End of Semester Exams


3rd quarter:    Pre-Choir Festival, Intensive Festival rehearsals


4th quarter:    Spring production rehearsals, post-assessment
The GPS Music Standards are available upon request or you can access and read them at www.gadoe.org.

The choir program at East Paulding Middle School consists of three performing groups, separated by grade levels. Performing choir members are EXPECTED to participate in all concerts.  Students are encouraged to audition for All State and District Honor Choirs. All concerts are considered an extension of classroom learning.  Therefore, participation in these concerts is required of ALL choir members regardless of their academic standing.

CLASSROOM RULES:

1. Follow directions the first time given.

2. Raise your hand and wait for permission to speak.

3. Stay seated unless given directions otherwise.

4. Keep your hands, feet and objects to yourself.

5. Be in your seat when the bell rings, prepared.

CONSEQUENCES:

1. Warning

2. Parent contact

3. Detention

4. Team Parent Conference

5. Administrative Referral with parent contact

TARDIES:

Behavior expectations are discussed in class and a disciplinary plan has been adopted school-wide and this can be found either in the Student Handbook or can be provided by any teacher.


1st offense: Warning


2nd offense: Parent Contact with warning


3rd offense: Detention/parent contact


4th offense: Administrative referral


5th offense: Administrative referral

Rehearsal and Daily Procedures

Enter the classroom courteously and quietly.
A student is late is s/he is not in their assigned seat with their materials, 
ready to begin when vocal warm ups start.
Students must sing audibly to be assessed.

All students must have a pencil for chorus class kept in folders.

No gum/candy/food/drink is allowed in the choir room.        

Water bottles are permitted and encouraged.

Music folders may be taken home for individual practice but must come back the next rehearsal.              

Leave the room neater than you found it.

Remain in your seat, quietly, until the teacher dismisses you.

Raise your hand and wait to be acknowledged if you need to speak to the teacher.

Uniforms for Performances
All students will purchase a uniform from Mrs. McLeroy at the beginning of the school year. Information about these uniforms will sent to parents or guardians during the first few days of school. Payment plans are available. Contact the director to make arrangements. 
Attendance at Performances
We cannot stress enough the importance of your students attending each concert. Each member is a vital part of the team and if a singer is missing, the whole group suffers. It saddens me for a student to work diligently to learn can to attend our concerts. However, when circumstances arise that prevent concert performance, please let me know in advance so that we can make arrangements for your student. Failure to do so could adversely affect your student’s grade.
Missed Concerts/class days?
Any missed concert must be made up within 5 school days of the concert. To make up a concert, the student must schedule a time before or after school to sing his/her portion of the concert individually, from memory. Failure to make up a concert will negatively affect a student’s grade.

Any written work assigned in class should be turned in upon deadline. However, illness and absences do occur. Retakes should be scheduled with the teacher and should take place during NBI or outside of class time.  Any retakes or missing work must be completed prior to the last 2 weeks of the grading period.
The above syllabus is subject to change in order to accommodate classes that need additional or less time on a unit.  Classes will be notified when changes are made in the syllabus.
County Policy for Performance Grades:

Paulding County School Board Policy 

Regarding Co-Curricular Programs Music Education

Marching band, concert bands, and chorus programs in grades 6 through 12 are co-curricular in nature. Students enrolled in band and chorus classes shall be expected to participate in all practices and performances, including those practices and performances conducted outside of normal school hours. Students will receive class grades for co-curricular practices and performances. Attendance and disciplinary policies, rules, and regulations for students and school personnel are expected to be adhered to during all co-curricular activities. The principal has the authority to waive any of these criteria due to mitigating circumstances.                         ADOPTED February 24, 2009 - PAULDING COUNTY BOE
PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN THIS PAGE

This signed and dated form will be kept on file in the chorus office.  The intent of this form is to verify that chorus parents and students understand and agree with what is involved with membership in the East Paulding Middle School Chorus Program.

· ⁭ “I have read the East Paulding Middle School Choir Syllabus including the grading policy with my student and we understand our responsibilities in developing a successful chorus program and in earning a positive grade in this class.”

· ⁭ “I understand that my student will be expected to perform in uniform and will provide this uniform prior to the first concert.”

· ⁭ “I have taken and/or will take the time to mark down the chorus concert dates and times.  I understand that these concerts are part of the chorus grade and will be sure my student participates.”

· ⁭ “I understand that it is my responsibility to check the chorus webpage and online calendar for information regarding upcoming events.”

· ⁭ “I give permission for my student’s name and photo to appear on the choir website.”

Thank you for being a vital part of the Raider Choral Program!

_________________________________ 
________
______________

Student name (please print)


   Grade
  Chorus Period

	Parent A:



	Name: _______________________________

Profession: ___________________________

Wk #: _______________________________

Hm #: _______________________________

Cell #: _______________________________

Email: _______________________________

Activities I can help with:

Chaperone ____________________________

Concert video _________________________

Concert clean up _______________________

Fundraising ___________________________


	Parent B (if applicable)

Name: _______________________________

Profession: ___________________________

Wk #: _______________________________

Hm #: _______________________________

Cell #: _______________________________

Email: _______________________________

Activities I can help with:

Chaperone ____________________________

Concert video _________________________

Concert clean up _______________________

Fundraising ___________________________




___________________________________________         ______________

Parent Signature






Date

____________________________________________________

Student Signature  
